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Document Analysis 
 

Fill out the following chart as you examine the primary document 
 

What is the CONTEXT 
of this document?   
 
What are you looking at?  
Who wrote it? When was 
it created? Where was it 
printed? Who was the one 
that printed it? 
 
 

 
 

What is the PURPOSE 
of this document?   
 
Put yourself in the 
author’s shoes: Why did 
the author create it?  Who 
is the audience that the 
author is talking to?  What 
is the format and why did 
the author choose it? 
 

 

What is the CONTENT 
of this document?   
 
What is the main point or 
argument the author is 
making in this document?   
 
 

 

What is the VALUE of 
this document?   
 
What can you tell about 
the author from this 
document?  What can you 
tell about this period of 
time in history? 
 
 
 
 

 

 


